
Winter Holidays 2025/26 – 
The Haute Retreats Luxury 
Playbook

Introduction: A New Golden Age of Alpine 
Luxury

Winter holidays have entered a new golden age of Alpine luxury, and 
Haute Retreats is setting the pace. Snowflakes still fall the same way 
they always have, yet the expectations of discerning travellers have 
changed dramatically. In the post-pandemic era the ultra-wealthy are 
travelling longer, spending more and demanding out-of-this-world 
experiences on their winter holidays.


Haute Retreats responds by curating residences that blur the line 
between five-star hotel and private estate, complete with in-chalet 
spas, Michelin-trained chefs, helicopter transfers, and dedicated 
concierges who can arrange everything from a sunrise Matterhorn fly-
over to a private-label caviar tasting at 3 000 metres. This guide distils 
the very best opportunities for winter holidays into one definitive 
roadmap, spotlighting four brand-new flagship chalets and the trends 
reshaping the luxury ski scene.







1. Why Luxury Winter Holidays Are Booming

Recent research from the Knight Frank Wealth Report shows the 
average stay for ultra-high-net-worth individuals has grown from nine to 
thirteen nights, with 43 % planning three full weeks on the slopes in 
2026. Several forces drive the surge:


▪ Well-being is the new status symbol. Eighty per-cent of ultra-high-
net-worth travellers intend to spend “much more” on 
transformative, stress-reducing trips in 2025 Globetrender. Private 
spa suites, altitude-adjusted menus, and in-house wellness 
directors are no longer extras—they are prerequisites.


▪ Slow travel meets snow travel. The classic seven-night Saturday-
to-Saturday booking has been overtaken by ten- to fourteen-night 
itineraries that weave in heli-skiing, art walks, and Michelin pop-
ups.


▪ Hyper-personalisation. Ninety-six percent of elite guests rely on 
trusted advisors; Haute Retreats’ concierge team uses a 180-point 
preference dossier to pre-stock chalets with everything from Dom 
Pérignon 2008 Rosé to hypo-allergenic pillows.


▪ Exclusive accessibility. Private aviation movements to Sion, 
Courchevel, and Innsbruck are up 22 percent year-on-year, 
ensuring that even the most secluded chalets are within two hours 
of London, Dubai, or New York wheels-up.


https://globetrender.com/2025/04/01/ultra-luxury-sector-increase-travel-spend-2025/


▪ Effortless access. Private-jet movements to Sion, Courchevel and 
Innsbruck have risen 22 %, placing even the most secluded 
chalets within two hours of London, Dubai, or New York wheels-
up.


▪ Remote boardrooms. Founders approve funding rounds from oak-
panelled video lounges, proving ambition and altitude can coexist.


In short, the luxury winter holidays has evolved into a holistic lifestyle 
experience that begins long before the first run and lingers long after 
the last champagne-sabre ritual. The result is a holistic lifestyle 
experience that begins long before the first run and lingers long after 
the jet touches down.


2. Signature Winter Holidays Experiences

1. Heli-Ski & Spa Day – Morning powder on virgin glaciers, afternoon 

recovery with a sports-therapist-led magnesium flotation.

2. Starlight Gastronomy – A Michelin two-star chef plates alpine 

venison beneath the Milky Way while an astronomer narrates 
constellations through a portable observatory.


3. Private Art-in-Residence – Contemporary artists curate rotating 
exhibitions inside the chalet, allowing collectors to “live” with 
pieces before acquisition.


4. Conscious Luxury – Carbon-offset flight paths, geothermal 
heating, and locally sourced tasting menus satisfy the planet-
positive mindset without sacrificing opulence.


5. Family Office on Snow – Secure fibre lines and sound-proofed 
boardrooms let principals blend wealth management sessions 
with slope-side networking.


These bespoke moments elevate winter holidays from simply “ski trips” 
to curated narratives worthy of coffee-table books.







3. Haute Retreats’ New Flagship Chalets

3.1 Domaine de l’Orme – French Alps

Approached through a lantern-lit spruce tunnel, this six-suite estate 
wraps around a double-height great hall anchored by a Pietra dei 
Medici fireplace. A marble hammam, chromotherapy showers, and a 
cedar-infused yoga deck levitate above powder-coated forest. Evenings 
segue to a speakeasy library where Armagnac is infused with foraged 
pine needles. A roaming children’s tutor ensures younger guests return 
fluent in basic French and parallel turns.


A six-bedroom forest sanctuary perfect for your winter holidays where a 
glass-walled indoor pool meets an outdoor sunken hot-tub encircled by 
snow-laden spruce. Two reading salons, a double-height great room, 
and a family-suite bunkroom ensure multi-generational comfort. The 
pièce de résistance is a hammam-equipped spa wing that rivals five-
star resorts. Ideal for travellers seeking absolute privacy and silent 
mornings broken only by wood-crackles and fresh-ground Ethiopian 
coffee.


3.2 Chalet Dent Blanche – Verbier, Switzerland


https://hauteretreats.com/luxury-rentals/domaine-de-lorme/
https://hauteretreats.com/luxury-rentals/chalet-dent-blanche/


Hidden in the pines yet a three-minute stroll from Verbier’s boutiques, 
this seven-suite residence balances authenticity (exposed timbers, 
stone hearths) with avant-garde amenities: cinema, indoor pool, and an 
outdoor hot-tub floating over the valley. Elevator access to every floor 
and a children’s bunk suite make it perfect for refined family 
celebrations. For collectors of life-changing experiences, winter 
holidays are the new haute currency.




3.3 Chalet Vicuña – Verbier, Switzerland

With a dedicated wine-tasting lounge, double-sided glass fireplace, and 
floor-to-ceiling windows that frame the Combins massif, Chalet Vicuña 
feels more like a private members’ club than a home and it is perfect for 
winter holidays. Six marble-clad suites, a fully equipped gym, and a 
lower-level wellness sanctuary (heated pool, cold plunge, sauna, 
hammam) deliver all-season indulgence for up to twelve guests.


3.4 Chalet McKinley – Zermatt, Switzerland

Part of the ultra-exclusive “7 Heavens” enclave, McKinley commands 
uninterrupted Matterhorn views from every balcony. Five suites, a 
massage room, and a plunge-pool-anchored spa sit alongside access 
to a residents-only lounge and high-tech gym. An internal lift, private 

https://hauteretreats.com/luxury-rentals/chalet-vicuna/
https://hauteretreats.com/luxury-rentals/chalet-mckinley/


chef’s kitchen, and playroom make it a seamless option for 
sophisticated families or executive retreats.


At-a-Glance Comparison


4. Planning Luxury Winter Holidays 
Itineraries

▪ Optimal booking window. Haute Retreats recommends securing 

festive-season weeks (20 Dec – 5 Jan) at least a couple of months 
ahead to ensure private air slots and top-tier childcare.


▪ Transport orchestration. Dedicated aviation desks liaise with FBOs 
in Sion, Samedan, or Saanen to synchronise ground transfers with 
champagne-stocked Range Rovers.


▪ Culinary strategy. All four flagship chalets host chef-pairings with 
Michelin mentors; menus are tailored via pre-trip tasting calls and 
nutrient-profiling.


▪ Experiential layering. Dawn-access lift passes, secret powder 
stashes revealed by ex-World Cup racers, or a sunset art walk 
curated by Hauser & Wirth: every day runs with Swiss-watch 
precision yet feels delightfully unplanned.


▪ Digital detox done right. For leaders who cannot fully unplug, 
secure fibre lines, biometric safes, and in-chalet boardrooms allow 
sensitive meetings without compromising the retreat ambience.


Such orchestration turns winter holidays into friction-free symphonies 
of logistics and indulgence.


Chalet Sleeps Signature 
Wellness

Unique 
Perk

Ideal For

Domaine de 
l’Orme

12 + 4 kids Hammam, 
massage 

room, 

Two 
reading 
salons

Detoxed 
reunions

Dent 
Blanche

12 Indoor 
pool, 

outdoor 

Verbier 
centre 

walkable

Dual-
generation 

parties
Vicuña 12 Full spa 

with cold 
plunge

Wine-
tasting 
lounge

Epicurean 
friends

McKinley 10 Sauna, 
hammam, 

plunge pool

Matterhorn 
views

CEO 
retreats



Luxury Packing & Concierge Pre-Arrival Form

Elite travellers know the suitcase is where comfort begins and stress 
ends. A focused checklist keeps weight down yet ensures every 
indulgence is waiting slope-side.


Ski & Snow Essentials


▪ Custom-moulded boots arrive warm and pre-waxed in the chalet’s 
heated locker, sparing you the ski-shop queue on day one of your 
winter holidays.


▪ Merino base layers (200 g weight) retain warmth when you stop for 
pictures on a blustery ridge.


▪ Impact-rated helmet in matte carbon fibre satisfies both safety 
and style.


Wellness Toolkit


▪ Altitude-acclimatisation supplements—iron, vitamin C and 
beetroot capsules—support red-blood-cell production.


▪ SPF 50 mineral sunscreen blocks high-alpine UV without clogging 
pores.


▪ In-chalet IV vitamin therapy: pre-book a nurse for arrival evening 
and wake up turbo-charged for heli-ski.


Après-Ski Style


▪ Cashmere lounge sets transition effortlessly from fireside cocoa to 
a discreet Michelin pop-up.


▪ Shearling boots with Vibram soles grip icy sidewalks outside 
Verbier boutiques.


▪ Statement timepiece—think Richard Mille RM 07-01 Snow—
sparks conversation at the chalet’s wine-tasting lounge.


Tech & Security


▪ Satellite phone keeps you online even in white-out valleys.

▪ Noise-cancelling earbuds tame rotor hum during scenic heli 

transfers.

▪ EMP-shielded laptop safe protects sensitive deal docs while 

you’re on the slopes.

Pro move: forward this form to your Haute Retreats concierge seven 
days out, tagging each item “stock” or “bring,” so the team fills gaps 
and arranges last-mile monogramming. Few travellers enjoy shopping 
on arrival day; streamlined kitting lets your winter holidays start the 
instant you land.




5. Sustainable Luxury in the Snow

Conscious consumption is now a hallmark of true affluence. Domaine 
de l’Orme runs on hydro-electric power and wood sourced within a 30 
km radius; Dent Blanche’s indoor pool is heated via a heat-pump 
system that re-uses waste energy to warm the driveway; Vicuña offsets 
each booking through certified alpine re-wilding schemes; and 
McKinley uses geothermal loops beneath the 7 Heavens complex. 
Guests receive a post-stay impact report detailing carbon savings and 
local artisan investments—further evidence that winter holidays can be 
both indulgent and responsible.


Luxury and stewardship now dance in tandem. Domaine de l’Orme runs 
micro-hydro turbines harnessing meltwater; electric grooming rigs 
recycle ice to regulate chalet humidity. Dent Blanche channels pool 
waste-heat through snow-melt driveways, eliminating salt altogether. 
Vicuña sources 90 % of produce from within 50 km, adding biodynamic 
credence to its Nikkei-meets-Alpine menus. McKinley partners with 
ETH Zürich to monitor glacier health—guests receive impact reports 
quantifying every offset tonne of carbon.





6. Insider Touches That Money Can Buy




▪ After-hours boutique access. Haute Retreats coordinates private 
fittings at Zai Skis or The KUONI Gallery.


▪ Snow-picnics by starred chefs. Think white-truffle fonduta at 2 
700 m served on Hermès cashmere blankets.


▪ Avalanche of art. Curated NFT drops paired with physical 
sculptures delivered mid-stay for instant collection boosts.


▪ Kids’ Polar Academy. Mini-Biathlon with Olympic coaches 
followed by astrophotography classes, ensuring younger guests 
return with rare skills and lifelong memories.


Trendwatch 2027 +

Autonomous piste-grooming robots, Klimt-inspired light projections on 
night runs, and chalet-level cryogenic forest therapy are moving from 
prototype to reality. Haute Retreats is beta-testing drone-delivered 
amuse-bouches that meet heli-ski parties on remote ridges, and is 
partnering with ETH Zürich on biodegradable insulation foams that cut 
heating loads by 18 %. Gastronomy is evolving too: Nordic-Nikkei 
collaborations marry lichen umami with wagyu marbling, proving high 
cuisine and ethical foraging can share a table. The luxury snow scene 
never hibernates—it simply reinvents itself each season.





Glossary — Speak the Language of Snow-
Bound Luxury for your winter holidays




▪ Altitude Apothecary – a travelling wellness trunk stocked with 
adaptogens, oxygen canisters and bespoke aromatherapy, 
deployed in bedrooms nightly.


▪ Champagne Corduroy – flawless early-morning piste texture 
sparkling under sunrise.


▪ Cryo-Concert – live chamber music performed in sub-zero 
acoustics for unrivalled clarity.


▪ Flake Drop – drone display releasing biodegradable snow-shaped 
confetti during celebrations.


▪ Matterhorn Mirage – fleeting twin-summit illusion visible from 
Chalet McKinley at sunset.


▪ Snow Sommelier – expert who pairs terrain with ski models or wax 
compounds.


▪ Vertical Vintage – wine tasting staged across successive gondola 
ascents, each station presenting a new pour.


Armed with these terms, first-time visitors will navigate chalet life like 
insiders. Discerning travellers are extending their winter holidays around 
the world to embrace slow living at altitude.


7. Winter Holidays FAQ

Q1 : When is the prime season for luxury winter holidays in the Alps? 
Late December to mid-March offers peak snow, festive events, and 
extended daylight for heli-ski sorties.


Q2 : How far in advance should I book a flagship chalet? 
For Christmas/New Year weeks, 12–14 months. For January or early-
February, 6–9 months is sufficient, though last-minute requests can be 
accommodated through Haute Retreats’ wait-list service.


Q3 : What level of staff can I expect? 
Expect a private chef, chalet manager, daily housekeepers, driver, and 
24/7 concierge as standard. Spa therapists, sommeliers, and ski guides 
are on-call.


Q4 : Are these chalets child-friendly? 
Absolutely. Bunk suites, playrooms, and ski-school liaisons are 
common, while safety measures (pool alarms, stair gates) are pre-
installed upon request.


Q5 : Can I arrive by helicopter? 
Yes. Dent Blanche and Vicuña accept Verbier heli-transfers; McKinley 



guests land at Zermatt’s heli-port; Domaine de l’Orme can arrange a 
private landing zone 10 minutes away, subject to local permits.


Seven-Night Haute Retreats Sample Itinerary

Luxury is freedom balanced by choreography. Below is a template you 
can stretch or compress, built around the four flagship chalets—
Domaine de l’Orme, Dent Blanche, Vicuña and McKinley.


The rhythm alternates high-adrenaline mornings with restorative 
afternoons, keeping every generation energised across even the longest 
winter holidays.


Remote-Work Tech Pod: The Summit Boardroom 
Reimagined for winter holidays


Day Morning Afternoon Evening

1 Private-heli 
arrival to chalet 

lawn; 
champagne 

Custom boot-
fitting with ex-

World-Cup 
racer

Forest hot-tub 
soak under 

lanterns

2 Dawn heli-ski 
glacier drop

Glacier picnic 
by two-star 

chef

Armagnac 
tasting in 

speakeasy 
3 Sunrise yoga 

on heated 
terrace

VR kids’ ski 
coaching

Starlight 
gastronomy 

dinner atop ice 
4 Leisure ski with 

pro 
photographer

Private art walk 
Verbier 

boutiques

Classical cryo-
concert in 

subterranean 
5 Snowmobile to 

blue-ice caves
Cryotherapy + 

magnesium 
massage

Caviar 
masterclass & 
string quartet

6 Summit 
boardroom 

session 

Husky safari 
through spruce 

forest

DJ-hosted 
snow-terrace 

party with 
7 Designer 

shopping or 
second heli-run

Vertical wine 
tasting at 

Vicuña cellar

Farewell 
fireworks over 

Matterhorn



Modern leadership rarely powers down, even on high-altitude escapes. 
Haute Retreats’ tech pod transforms business interruptions into 
seamless extensions of productivity:


▪ 1 Gbps fibre-optic line backed by Starlink redundancy keeps 
earnings calls crystal clear.


▪ Biometric door locks restrict access to ND-sensitive discussions.

▪ EMP-shielded cabinets protect devices from both hackers and 

mountain lightning.

▪ 24-hour IT butler patches VPNs or swaps hardware in under ten 

minutes.

▪ Panoramic windows mount 98-inch MicroLED screens that morph 

from financial dashboards to live piste cams at a tap.

Used sparingly—an hour before skiing, another at dusk—the pod 
ensures your winter holidays advance company strategy without 
disrupting family flow. The psychological uplift of closing an eight-figure 
deal while gazing at the Matterhorn is priceless.


Altitude Wellness Micro-Guide

High elevations amplify both euphoria and fatigue. Adopt this three-
phase routine to maximise stamina across luxury winter holidays.


Pre-Trip (T-5 Days)


▪ Iron and vitamin-D loading plus nitrate-rich beet juice raise 
baseline oxygen efficiency.


▪ Two nights of 30-minute hypoxic-training sessions (simulated 
altitude mask) prime mitochondria.


On Arrival (Day 1 Evening)


▪ 30-minute oxygen therapy at 90 % O₂ counters flight dehydration.

▪ Light, protein-forward dinner—think miso black cod and quinoa—

keeps digestion silent, sleep deep.

Daily Flow


▪ Morning magnesium flotation loosens ski-worked muscles while 
the nervous system idles.


▪ Afternoon cryo-plunge (three minutes at –110 °C) spurs anti-
inflammatory cascades.


▪ Nightly adaptogen tea with reishi and pine pollen stabilises 
cortisol for restorative REM cycles.




Guests following this protocol report 20 % lower perceived exertion 
compared with previous winter holidays, according to Haute Retreats’ 
anonymised wellness tracker.


Conclusion

Packing intelligence, curated agendas, heli-borne gastronomy, a 
bulletproof tech pod, and proactive altitude medicine—these five levers 
convert premium lodging into incomparable winter holidays. They free 
time, protect health and elevate every sensory note, from the hiss of 
fresh wax on cold snow to the resonance of a cello quartet echoing 
through a candle-lit spa. Deploy them and the mountains become a 
blank canvas, waiting for your family, your friends, or your board of 
directors to etch their next unforgettable story.


The modern barometer of true luxury is not the price tag but the purity 
of the experience—moments so perfectly crafted that time seems to 
pause. Haute Retreats’ new roster of flagship chalets demonstrates 
how winter holidays have matured into immersive journeys where 
wellness, adventure, and haute cuisine converge under crystal skies.


Whether you select the forest embrace of Domaine de l’Orme, the 
village-side elegance of Dent Blanche, the oenophile-friendly chic of 
Vicuña, or the Matterhorn-framed grandeur of McKinley, your only 
challenge will be deciding how to top the experience next year. Reserve 
early, dream big, and let Haute Retreats orchestrate a winter holiday 
you will tell stories about for the rest of your life. Haute Retreats curates 
winter holidays that marry heli-ski thrills with champagne breakfasts on 
untouched glaciers.

https://hauteretreats.com/

