
Orange County Domestic Violence Restraining Orders 

 

Domestic violence affects families across all socioeconomic levels in Orange County, 
making restraining orders a critical legal protection tool. As a family law attorney serving 
Orange County's diverse communities, I've seen how quickly these orders can provide 
safety and stability for abuse victims and their children. 

Types of Restraining Orders in Orange County 

Orange County courts issue several restraining order types depending on 
circumstances and relationships involved: 

Emergency Protective Orders (EPO) provide immediate protection when police 
respond to domestic violence calls. Law enforcement officers can request these orders 
from judges 24/7, offering protection for up to seven days. 

Temporary Restraining Orders (TRO) last up to 25 days while courts schedule hearings 
for permanent orders. Orange County residents can obtain TROs without the abuser 
present, requiring only sworn declarations describing abuse incidents. 

Permanent Restraining Orders provide long-term protection, typically lasting three to 
five years with renewal options. These require court hearings where both parties can 
present evidence and testimony. 

Orange County Filing Process 

Victims can file restraining order requests at Orange County Superior Court locations in 
Santa Ana, Newport Beach, or Westminster. The process involves: 

·       Completing Form DV-100 (Request for Domestic Violence Restraining Order) 

·       Providing detailed abuse descriptions 

·       Including evidence like photos, medical records, or witness statements 

·       Requesting specific protections needed 

Court staff provide assistance, and interpreters are available for Orange County's 
multilingual population. Filing fees are waived for domestic violence cases. 

What Orders Can Include 

Orange County restraining orders can provide comprehensive protections: 

·       Prohibiting contact or communication 

·       Requiring abuser to stay away from home, work, or children's schools 

·       Establishing temporary child custody and visitation 



·       Ordering temporary spousal or child support 

·       Requiring surrender of firearms 

Orders can also protect family pets, as Orange County recognizes the connection 
between animal abuse and domestic violence escalation. 

Enforcement and Violations 

Orange County law enforcement takes restraining order violations seriously. Violations 
constitute criminal contempt, punishable by fines up to $1,000 and jail time up to one 
year. Repeat violations can result in felony charges and increased penalties. 

Victims should immediately report violations to Orange County Sheriff's Department or 
local police, providing copies of restraining orders and documenting violation 
circumstances. 

Resources and Support 

Orange County offers extensive domestic violence resources: 

·       Interval House crisis intervention 

·       Legal aid services for low-income victims 

·       Counseling and support groups 

Working with experienced family law attorneys orange county ensures restraining 
orders provide maximum protection while addressing related custody, support, and 
property issues comprehensively. 

 

https://josfamilylaw.com/

