
 Mini Digger vs. Micro Digger: Which 
One Do You Need in Dublin? 
 

You're planning a project and know you need mechanical help, but the 
industry jargon is confusing. You'll hear terms like "mini digger," "micro 
digger," "compact excavator," and "1-ton digger." What's the difference? 
And more importantly, which one is the right machine to hire for your 
job? 

While the terms are often used interchangeably, there is a key difference, 
especially between a "micro" and a "mini" digger. This distinction is 
crucial for getting your job done, particularly in Dublin, where access is 
everything. 

What is a Micro Digger? (e.g., 0.8 - 1 Ton) 

Think of a micro digger as the "access specialist." This is the smallest 
machine in the excavator family, and its entire design is focused on one 
thing: fitting into spaces where other machines can't. 

 Key Feature: Its width. Many 0.8-ton or 1-ton micro diggers have 
retractable tracks. This means they can "slim down" their 
undercarriage to be as narrow as 700mm-750mm. This is narrow 
enough to fit through a standard interior doorway or a small garden 
gate. 

 Best For:Back garden landscaping in terraced houses. 

 Working in tight alleys or mews lanes. 

 Indoor demolition or groundwork. 

 Fencing or small planting jobs. 

 The Trade-off: What you gain in access, you sacrifice in power. They 
have less digging depth (approx. 1.7m) and less reach than their 
larger siblings. 

What is a Mini Digger? (e.g., 1.5 - 3 Ton) 



A mini digger is the next step up. These are the all-rounders and the 
most popular choice for general building, landscaping, and utility work. 

 Key Feature: A perfect balance of power and versatility. A 1.7-ton 
machine, for example, is still compact, but it has significantly more 
digging power and a deeper dig depth (often ~2.5m). 

 Best For:Digging foundations for extensions and garden walls. 

 Excavating for driveways and patios. 

 Clearing sites and removing larger tree stumps. 

 Any job where you have at least 1 metre of access width. 

 The Trade-off: They are larger. A 1.7-ton digger is typically just under 
1 metre wide (around 990mm) and cannot be slimmed down. A 3-ton 
machine is even wider. 

Head-to-Head Comparison 

   Feature 

 Micro Digger (1-Ton) 

 Mini Digger (1.7-Ton) 

    Typical Width 

 700mm - 900mm (often retractable) 

 990mm - 1300mm (fixed) 

   Typical Dig Depth 

 ~1.7 metres 

 ~2.5 metres 

   Main Advantage 

 Access: Fits through gates/doors 

 Power: Faster, deeper digging 

   Best For 

 Tight back gardens, fencing 



 Foundations, driveways 

  So, Which One Should You Hire? 

Here is the simple rule of thumb for making your decision: 

"If you can fit a 1.7-ton mini digger onto your site, you should hire that 
one." It will get the job done faster and more efficiently. 

"If you cannot fit it, the 1-ton micro digger is your solution." It's the key 
that unlocks projects in otherwise impossible-to-reach areas. 

Therefore, the very first thing you must do is go to your site with a tape 
measure and find the narrowest point of entry. That single measurement 
will tell you exactly which machine you need. 

DCM Hire stocks a full range of both micro and mini diggers for hire 
in Dublin. Measure your access, then give us a call! 
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https://dcmhire.ie/mini-digger-hire-dubin/
https://dcmhire.ie/mini-digger-hire-dubin/

